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The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is the nation’s largest anti-hunger
program and first line of defense against food insecurity. Sixteen million children and
their families rely on SNAP — not just for nutrition, but as a program that improves
children'’s health, educational outcomes, and overall well-being.:

SNAP faces an imminent crisis later this
year. For the first time ever, states will have FIRST FOCUS CAMPAIGN FOR CHILDREN
to pick up more of the cost of SNAP —
starting first this fall with more of the
administrative cost, and then even more MORE THAN
next year when they have to begin picking
up more of the benefit cost. No stateisin a 7 O 0 K coverage
fiscal position to handle these new costs. in just
That's why the Republican and Democratic
governors of all 50 states have come
together to ask Congress to delay STATES
implementation of these changes. The
governors note: “These impacts cut across
states of all sizes and political affiliations
and, if applied based on disrupted data, risk
undermining ongoing investments in
program integrity and ultimately the viability of the program.™
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Source: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, May 2026

Given the urgency in addressing this self-imposed catastrophe — and SNAP’s usual place in the
Farm Bill — any farm legislation taken up by the Senate this year must include a delay of this
cost shift.

The crisis is not an abstract one. Already, almost 3.5 million fewer people are participating in SNAP
since the passage of H.R. 1: The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates that more than
700,000 children already have lost SNAP coverage in just the 12 states that track such data. CBPP
estimates that the number nationwide is as high as 1 million children and will continue to climb.

Economic data does not suggest that the drop in participation is because children and their
families are better off: grocery prices are higher;« the unemployment rate has notched upward;s
and though wages have ticked up, stronger gains have accrued to higher-income householdss —
not the families who rely on SNAP. What has been true is that states are implementing new barriers
to SNAP participation required by H.R. 1, and are taking steps to reduce SNAP enrollment In this
context, the USDA participation figures are most likely understood to mean that the need for the
SNAP program is the same as it was before (if not greater) - but now 3.5 million fewer people are
receiving benefits.

Losing SNAP also deals a double blow to kids: children enrolled in SNAP are also automatically
eligible for free school meals. Losing this automatic eligibility leads to stigma, bullying, or increased
hunger at school, a trend that advocates are already seeing firsthand.

Any farm legislation taken up this year must delay the SNAP cost shift.
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