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Chairman Chaffetz, Ranking Member Cummings, and Members of the House Committee on
Oversight & Government Reform, we thank you for the opportunity to submit this statement for
the record on this hearing to examine the fiscal costs of the President’s Executive Actions on
Immigration.

The First Focus Campaign for Children is a bipartisan advocacy organization dedicated to making
children and families a priority in federal policy and budget decisions. As an organization working to
promote the safety and well being of all children in the United States, we support the recent
Executive Action that expands the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Program and
the Deferred Action for Parental Accountability (DAPA) Program. If implemented, these initiatives
would improve the lives of over 4 million children and family members who are now eligible for
important supports and rights that are vital to their healthy development and long-term stability,
which will contribute to the long-term stability and economic progress of the entire nation.

The expansion of the DACA program means that up to 300,000 youth who have grown up in the
U.S. will be better able to access affordable higher education and employment opportunities as well
as obtain a driver’s license in some states.’ In addition, the new DAPA program has the potential to
benefit an estimated 4.1 million parents of U.S. Citizens and lawful permanent residents by
protecting them from deportation and providing them with work authorization.” Research shows
that a parent’s deportation, or even the fear alone of a parent being deported, can harm children’s
mental and physical health, and overall well being.” And the deportation or separation due to
immigration enforcement of a parent often leads to housing and nutrition instability for children,
negatively impacting their growth and development.”

The DAPA program also enables parents to better provide for their children. By obtaining Social
Security numbers and paying taxes, parents would be eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit as
well as the Child Tax Credit, both of which keep millions of children out of poverty every year.”
Additionally, obtaining work authorization would allow parents to find more stable employment to
better provide for their families."”
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These Executive Actions would also be beneficial for the American taxpayer. The individuals who
are eligible for and apply to DACA and DAPA would pay their fair share in to the Social Security
and Medicare Trust Funds and would be able to claim these benefits through the same criteria as
everyone else after working and paying taxes for over a decade.”™ In addition, the CBO has found
that the additional taxes paid as a result of DAPA and DACA exceed the costs of the executive
actions by half.™ In other words, DACA and DAPA recipients pay for more than processing and
tax credits with their taxes. Finally, these individuals would not be eligible for welfare, food stamps,
non-emergency Medicaid services, or Marketplace benefits under the Affordable Care Act.™

We thank you again for the opportunity to submit this statement for the record. We look forward to
working with Congress to ensure that DACA and DAPA eligible individuals are able to enroll in
educational programs, receive Social Security numbers and granted work authorization. These
actions will not only improve the well being of hundreds of thousands of children in the United
States, it will also grow and benefit the U.S. economy as whole. Should there be any questions
regarding this statement, please contact Rricha Mathur, Policy Research Associate and Program
Managert, at rricham@firstfocus.org.
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