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The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
United States Senate 
478 Russell Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
June 17, 2015 
 
Dear Senator Grassley: 
 
On behalf of the First Focus Campaign for Children, a bipartisan advocacy organization dedicated to making children 
and families a priority in federal policy and budget decisions, I would like to express our support for the Foster Youth 
Independence Act of 2015 (S. 1439). This legislation allows states to use federal funds for services up to age 23 if the youth 
aged out of care before they were 21. This is an important transition period for youth, and access to supportive programs 
and services can help make it easier for them to become successful adults. 
 
Over 23,000 children age out of the foster care system each year and need services to thrive as adults. These supports can 
include: assistance with enrolling in college, finding employment, obtaining health coverage, securing housing, and 
managing money. Most young adults, whether they were in foster care or not, need support during this time from 
parents and mentors to navigate complex systems and become self-sufficient. Youth in foster care should not be 
penalized for aging out of the system and should be provided with services to help them overcome the inevitable barriers 
faced by all young adults.  
 
If passed, this bill will allow states that have extended eligibility for foster care up to age 21, or states that are already 
using other funds to provide services for youth who have aged out of care, to use Title IV-E funds to provide 
transitional services up to age 23. This would be a step forward in ensuring that former foster youth have the 
opportunity and tools to succeed and become productive adults. Many youth who age out of foster care struggle with 
homelessness or experience incarceration. It is time to end that cycle and fund services to help youth during that critical 
period that they enter adulthood. Extending supportive services to age 23 for youth who age out will reduce the number 
of young adults who face poor outcomes after they age out of care.  
 
We thank you for your leadership in introducing this legislation and believe that it has the potential to help thousands of 
foster children gain independence and build better lives and futures. We look forward to working with you in the future 
to continue to promote such efforts aimed at improving the well-being of all our nation’s children and youth.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Bruce Lesley 
President 
 


