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Memorandum 
 

ToToToTo    Interested Parties 

FromFromFromFrom    First Focus Campaign for Children 

DateDateDateDate    September 25, 2012 

ReReReRe    National Survey Results: Latino Voters 

 
 
This memo provides an overview of responses from Latino voters in a new poll released by the First Focus 
Campaign for Children. Like other voters, Latino voters want candidates to focus more on children, and 
oppose efforts to cut key investments in America’s kids.  
 
Three-fourths of Latinos likely to vote in the upcoming general election say the presidential candidates should 
increase their focus on children’s issues, according to the poll. And 81 percent of Latino voters will consider a 
candidate’s position on federal budget issues affecting children when casting their November ballots.  
 
Latino voters believe President Obama is better on children’s issues; 43 percent believe President Obama, if 
elected, would better handle the problems children are facing in America and 13 percent believe Governor 
Romney would be better for kids. However, a large percentage of Latino voters remain in play on children's 
issues, as nearly half are undecided between the two. 
 
The poll also showed that Latino voters place a higher level of priority on kids than all voters, and show 
higher levels of support for some important children’s investments.    
 
Latino voters believe children should be a higher priority to the federal government than seniors by a 59-13 
percent margin, compared to 34 percent of all voters. And they believe children should be a higher priority 
than the military, by a 66-13 percent margin, compared to 42 percent of all voters.  
 
Latino voters oppose by a 93-8 percent margin any spending cuts to education to help balance the budget, 
compared to 75 percent of all voters. And similar cuts to student loans and financial aid for higher education 
are opposed by a 78-22 percent margin, compared to 59 percent of all voters. 
 
Additional poll results from Latino voters compared to all voters can be found below.    
 
The poll was commissioned by the bipartisan First Focus Campaign for Children and completed by Public 
Opinion Strategies (POS), a nationally-recognized opinion research firm that works with Republican 
campaigns and in corporate and public affairs. POS’ client list includes six Governors, 19 U.S. Senators, and 
over 60 members of the U.S. House of Representatives. POS is also the Republican half of the bipartisan 
team that conducts the monthly survey for NBC and the Wall Street Journal. 
 
POS surveyed 800 registered likely voters by telephone (655 on landlines, and 145 on cell phones), between 
September 10 and September 13, 2012. Of those surveyed, 8 percent identified themselves as Latino or 
Hispanic-American. The poll has a margin of error of ± 3.46 percent.  
 
An overview of methodology is provided by POS in its memo underscoring key findings from the poll. A 
schedule of all questions asked in the survey is available on the First Focus Campaign for Children website.  
 
Below you will find Latino responses to select questions from the survey. Responses can be compared to all 
voters by referencing the numbers in parentheses and the survey schedule.  



Question 4. Compared to ten years ago, do you think the lives of American children have gotten better, gotten 
worse, or not changed? 
 
Gotten better: 19 percent of Latino voters (20 percent of all voters) 
Gotten worse: 54 percent of Latino voters (56 percent of all voters) 
Not changed: 23 percent of Latino voters (21 percent of all voters) 
Don’t know: 0 percent of Latino voters (2 percent of all voters) 
Refused: 3 percent of Latino voters (1 percent of all voters) 
 

Question 5. And, do you feel confident or not confident the life for our children’s generation will be better 
than it has been for us? 
 
Strongly confident: 10 percent (15 percent) 
Confident: 25 percent (22 percent) 
Not confident: 48 percent (38 percent) 
Strongly not confident: 10 percent (19 percent) 
Don’t know: 6 percent (5 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (1 percent) 
 
Total confident: 35 percent (36 percent) 
Total not confident: 58 percent (58 percent) 
 

Question 7. And, how much will a candidate’s position on federal budget issues affecting children impact your 
decision on whether to vote for that candidate? Will it… 
 
Significant affect your decision: 35 percent (40 percent) 
Somewhat affect your decision: 46 percent (42 percent) 
Not affect your decision: 19 percent (16 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (2 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 
Question 8. Thinking more about the candidates and the national political party conventions… 
 
How much if any have you seen, read, or heard from the candidates for President over the last two or three 
weeks talk about children’s issues? Is it… 
 
A lot: 6 percent (12 percent) 
Some: 46 percent (33 percent) 
Not much: 31 percent (37 percent) 
Nothing at all: 18 percent (16 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (2 percent) 
 

Question 9 (If responded “a lot,” “some,” or “not much” to Question 8). And, over the last two or three weeks would 
you say the candidates for President are focusing… 
 
Not enough attention: 75 percent (63 percent) 
Just the right amount of attention: 15 percent (28 percent) 
Too much attention: 0 percent (4 percent) 
Don’t know: 10 percent (5 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (1 percent) 
 
… on children’s issues? 



Question 10. Now I’d like you to compare Barack Obama and Mitt Romney on a specific issue. Please tell me 
whether you think that Barack Obama or Mitt Romney would be better on that issues. If you think that both 
would be equally good or that neither would be good on the particular issue, just say so.  
 
Romney: 13 percent (32 percent) 
Obama: 43 percent (42 percent) 
Both: 20 percent (12 percent) 
Neither: 17 percent (10 percent) 
Don’t know: 6 percent (5 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 
…Would better handle the problems children are facing in America.  
 

Question 11. Thinking more about the federal government’s budget, what percent of the budget do you think 
the federal government SHOULD spend on children, of course you can choose any number between one 
and one hundred percent, if you think less than one percent please let me know? 
 
>50: 12 percent (10 percent) 
31-50: 18 percent (14 percent) 
21-30: 17 percent (14 percent) 
10-20: 24 percent (25 percent) 
<10: 24 percent (20 percent) 
Don’t know: 6 percent (13 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (4 percent) 
 
Question 12 (split sample A). Now, thinking about all of the priorities of the federal government and the budget, 
if you had to choose, do you think when making budget decisions the federal government should focus more 
on the needs of children or the needs of the elderly? 
 
The needs of children: 54 percent (26 percent) 
Lean the needs of children: 5 percent (8 percent) 
Lean the needs of the elderly: 3 percent (5 percent) 
The need of the elderly: 9 percent (15 percent) 
Both: 21 percent (41 percent) 
Neither: 4 percent (3 percent) 
Don’t know: 4 percent (1 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (1 percent) 
 

Question 13 (split sample B). Now, thinking about all of the priorities of the federal government and the budget, 
if you had to choose, do you think when making budget decisions the federal government should focus more 
on the needs of children or the needs of the military? 
 
The needs of children: 60 percent (38 percent) 
Lean the needs of children: 6 percent (4 percent) 
Lean the needs of the military: 8 percent (5 percent) 
The need of the military: 5 percent (23 percent) 
Both: 13 percent (27 percent) 
Neither: 0 percent (2 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (1 percent)  
Refused: 8 percent (1 percent) 



Question 14. Now thinking about how different issues affect you and the community in which you 
live…thinking specifically about children who do NOT have health insurance coverage…how much of a 
problem, if at all, would you say this is in your community, is it… 
 
A big problem: 51 percent (25 percent) 
A medium problem: 21 percent (25 percent) 
A small problem: 8 percent (24 percent) 
Not really a problem at all: 20 percent (21 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (5 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 

Question 15. Talking now about one program, called the Children’s Health Insurance Program or CHIP which 
is a federal and state partnership that provides health care to lower and moderate income children whose 
families make too much to qualify for Medicaid, but too little to afford private health insurance coverage. 
CHIP ensures children can get immunizations, regular check-ups, routine care like prescription drug and 
inhalers for kids with diabetes or asthma, and specialty care for serious illnesses like cancer.  
 
Due do the federal budget deficit some in Congress are considering making spending cuts to CHIP, costing 
three hundred thousand children their health insurance coverage. Do you favor or oppose Congress making 
these spending cuts to CHIP? 
 
Strongly favor: 6 percent (8 percent) 
Somewhat favor: 4 percent (9 percent) 
Somewhat oppose: 12 percent (19 percent) 
Strongly oppose: 67 percent (55 percent) 
Don’t know: 12 percent (9 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 
Total favor: 9 percent (17 percent) 
Total oppose: 79 percent (74 percent) 
 

Question 16 (if responded “strongly favor” or “somewhat favored” to Question 15). Because of the economic recession 
many hard-working parents lost their jobs causing over three point nine million children to lose employer-
sponsored health insurance. However many of these children were able to qualify and receive temporary 
health insurance coverage under CHIP. Based on this information would you say still favor the spending cuts 
to CHIP or does this information make you now oppose the cuts?  
 
Yes, still favor: 100 percent (80 percent) 
No, oppose cuts: 0 percent (18 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (2 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (1 percent) 
 
Question 28 (split sample A). Thinking more about Congress… In order to reduce the federal budget deficit, 
Congress is considering reducing funding to federal government programs. I’m going to read you a list of 
areas under consideration for cuts. For each one please tell me if you approve or disapprove of Congress 
reducing funding for that specific program or area.  
 
Student loans and financial aid for college students: 
 
Strongly approve: 4 percent (17 percent) 
Somewhat approve: 18 percent (23 percent) 
Somewhat disapprove: 38 percent (21 percent) 



Strongly disapprove: 40 percent (38 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (1 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 
Total approve: 21 percent (40 percent) 
Total disapprove: 79 percent (59 percent) 
 
 
Question 30 (split sample A). Thinking more about Congress… In order to reduce the federal budget deficit, 
Congress is considering reducing funding to federal government programs. I’m going to read you a list of 
areas under consideration for cuts. For each one please tell me if you approve or disapprove of Congress 
reducing funding for that specific program or area.  
 
Education programs aimed at kindergarten to twelfth grade: 
 
Strongly approve: 4 percent (12 percent) 
Somewhat approve: 4 percent (12 percent) 
Somewhat disapprove: 20 percent (21 percent) 
Strongly disapprove: 73 percent (54 percent) 
Don’t know: 0 percent (1 percent) 
Refused: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 
Total approve: 7 percent (24 percent) 
Total disapprove: 93 percent (75 percent) 
 

Question 40. Thinking more about federal government spending on programs to benefit children. Now I am 
going to read you some statements and after I read each one please tell me if that makes you more likely or 
less likely to support increasing the amount of money the federal government spends on that particular 
program, or if it makes no difference in how you feel.  
 
Eight cents of every dollar spent by the federal government foes to programs to benefit children: 
 
Much more: 24 percent (24 percent) 
Somewhat more: 38 percent (35 percent) 
Somewhat less: 2 percent (8 percent) 
Much less: 0 percent (5 percent) 
No different: 32 percent (24 percent) 
Don’t know: 4 percent (4 percent) 
Refuse: 0 percent (0 percent) 
 
Total more likely: 62 percent (60 percent) 
Total less likely: 2 percent (13 percent) 
 

Question 43. Currently the federal government spends three hundred and seventy four billion dollars on 
children. Would you favor or oppose increasing the amount of money spent by the federal government on 
children’s programs? 
 
Strongly favor: 26 percent (28 percent) 
Somewhat favor: 43 percent (30 percent) 
Somewhat oppose: 14 percent (20 percent) 
Strongly oppose: 11 percent (15 percent) 
Don’t know: 5 percent (7 percent) 



Refused: 0 percent (1 percent) 
 
Total favor: 70 percent (58 percent) 
Total oppose: 25 percent (35 percent) 
 
 
 


